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to know it, and used to bring us anything
they caught. We had three monkeys, little
brown fellows, which were my delight.
They lived during the day in boxes nailed
to posts, and were tied by ropes long
enough to enable them to run up and down.
Sometimes they got loose, and we had a
long chase to get them again, as we could
not leave them to do their pleasure upon
our garden. One of them was so clever
that we had to get him a chain to fasten
him by, as he could undo any knot, and gnaw
any rope in half in no time. He used to
untie the rope and then look cautiously round,
and if he saw anyone watching him he would
sit on the end he had undone and pretend
to be deep in the mysteries of his toilette ;
but if no one were looking, he would rush
off to a large bed of sunflowers on the front
lawn and snatch at the blossoms, tearing them
to pieces, and strewing the petals all over the
place. After this he would make for the
house, and, if he were not discovered, run